
   
11528 S. US Hwy 301, Belleview, Florida  34420
Phone:  (352) 245-2458     Fax:  (352) 693-5106

Pastor:  Fr. Tom Connery      Website:  www.mystcc.orgDaily Mass
Monday—Saturday 

8:30 am
Weekend Masses
Saturday     4:00 pm
(Spanish) 6:00 pm
Sunday      7:30  am

9:00 am
11:00 am

Rosary 
Mon-Sat       7:50 am
Sunday         6:50 am

Anointing (Sick)
Weekend Masses—as 

needed
Confession

Tuesday:  12:00-12:30 pm 
Saturday:  9:00—9:30 am

or call for appointment

Holy Communion
(sick & homebound)

Call Parish Office 
Emergency Sick Calls

Funerals
CALL 352-245-2458

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
8am—4 pm M-Th
8 am—Noon Fri

SOUP KITCHEN 
11 am—1:00 pm Daily

FOOD PANTRY
9 am—12:15 pm M-F
SOCIAL SERVICES
MONDAY—FRIDAY

9 am—1 pm
THRIFT SHOP               

MONDAY—SATURDAY
9 am—2:45 pm 

GIFT SHOP
Saturday &

Sunday (after weekend 
Masses)

It’s Worth the Drive   (Vale la pena el viaje)

St. Theresa is a home that welcomes, a charity that nourishes, a 
church that evangelizes and a community where friends can meet.

PALM SUNDAY                                                        MARCH 24, 2024



St. Theresa Catholic Church 

 Sat  MAR 23 FOR REQUESTED BY 

   8:30 am † Gerald MacDonald Marian Roche 

   4:00 pm † Peter Kowalsky, Jr. Kathleen Walker 

   6:00 pm 
(Español) 

St. Theresa 
Parishioners  

 Sun  MAR 24   
   7:30 am † Thomas Marton Kathleen Marton 

   9:00 am  † Helen Nowak John Nowak 

 11:00 am † Rita Connery The Wrecking Crew 

Mon  MAR 25   

   8:30 am † Bob Balke Christine Wessinger 

Tues  MAR 26   

    8:30 am † Jimmy Bacca Luz Bacca 

Wed  MAR 27   

   8:30 am † Paul Riddle Loretta & Ron Ciampi 

Thurs  MAR 28 HOLY THURSDAY  

  6:00 pm † Joan Curcio Michele & Family 

Fri  MAR 29 GOOD FRIDAY  

   8:30 am Prayer Service  

Sat  MAR 30 HOLY SATURDAY  
   6:00 pm Vigil 
Mass † Michael Adamcik Susan Adamcik 

Sun  MAR 31 EASTER SUNDAY  

   6:15 am † Alice Youtsey—
Special Intentions Audrey Merkel 

   7:30 am † Don Stipanic PJ Stipanic 

   9:00 am  Fr. David Vivero—
Special Intentions 

Vickey Alvey & Loretta 
Montalto 

 11:00 am † Rita Connery The Wrecking Crew 

   1:00 pm 
(español) 

† Sr. Robert Michael 
& Msgr. Bernard 
Coughlin 

Barbara & Frank 
Anglino 

Próximos Eventos 

Date / Time Event Location 

Sun.  Mar 24   Children’s Choir Practice 
— after Religious Ed. 

Church 

Mondays—   
Mar 25, Apr 1    
2:00—3:00 pm 

Bible Study: Gospel of 
Mark with Father Tom  

Parish Hall 

Mon.  Mar 25  
12:00 noon 

Gift Shop Raffle Drawing Gift Shop 

Tues. Mar 26  
9:30 am 

Carmelite Community Quad 

Tues. Mar 26   
6:00 pm 

Passion of the Christ Film Parish Hall 

Sun. Mar 31 Easter Egg Hunt Parish Hall 

Mon.  April 1   
6:00 pm 

Young Men’s Discussion 
Group 

Youth House 

Holy Thursday, Mar 28:  8:30 am—Prayer Service 

6:00 pm—Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Bilingual) 

Good Friday, Mar 29:   8:30 am—Prayer Service 

12:00 Noon—Stations of the Cross—Lake Lillian 

3:00 pm—Procession of the Cross  

5:30 pm—Living Stations of the Cross—Teen Group 

7:00 pm—Vía Crucis en español 

Holy Saturday, Mar 30 :  8:30 am—Prayer Service 

6:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass  

Easter Sunday, Mar 31:  6:15 am—Sunrise Mass 

7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am—Masses (English) 

1:00 pm—Misa en Español 

NOTE:    No morning Masses on Holy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Holy Saturday  

ADORATION CHAPEL   

Due to Holy Week, the Adoration Chapel 
will be closed all day on Good Friday, 
March 29th and Holy Saturday, March 
30th. It will re-open on Easter Sunday, 
March 31st at 6:00 am. 

Confessions during Holy Week 

Tuesday, March 26:    5—6 pm Wednesday, March 27:  12-12:30 pm 

Thursday, March 28:    5—5:45 pm Good Friday, March 29:  5:30 pm 

Holy Saturday, March 30:   9:00 am  

Divine Mercy Sunday 

Service at 3 pm 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PALM SUNDAY March 24, 2024 

 FROM FATHER TOM 

 

 
 

 
PALM SUNDAY  - HOLY WEEK CUSTOMS 
As we prepare for the holiest week of the year, I offer you an 
explanation of some of the practices we do these next seven days. 

Palm crosses: From medieval times, people have believed that blessed palms formed into the 
shape of a cross would protect them from danger. The easiest way to make a cross from 
blessed palms is to cut two pieces of the palm, arrange in the shape of a cross, put a thumbtack 
in the middle, and attach the cross to a doorway or a bulletin board. Check Google for directions on how to braid or 
weave palms into more decorative crosses. 
Housecleaning: In many cultures the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week are designated as days for 
vigorous housecleaning in preparation for Easter. This custom probably evolved from the Jewish custom of ritual 
cleaning before Passover. 
Visiting churches: The custom of visiting several churches to say a prayer on Holy Thursday was a tradition that 
evolved from the practice of making pilgrimages to holy places. 
Coloring eggs: Decorating eggs was a pagan symbol of rebirth at springtime for the Romans, Greeks, Egyptians, 
Persians and even the Chinese. Christians adopted the colored egg as a symbol of new life which comes with the 
Resurrection. 
Sweet breads: In many cultures, Holy Week was traditionally a time for baking sweet breads, cakes and pastries that 
would be served on Easter Sunday. 
New clothes: From the time of the early Christians, the newly baptized wore white garments made from new linen. In 
medieval times, it became a tradition for people to wear new clothes on Easter Sunday, symbolizing the "new life" that 
comes with the Resurrection. In some places it was believed that bad luck would come to those who could afford new 
Easter clothes but refused to buy them. 
Easter lilies: The tradition of buying Easter lilies during Holy Week for use as decorations in homes and churches 
came into practice in the 1800s. The white flower is a symbol of purity and new life that heralds the resurrection of 
Jesus. 
Blessing of Easter baskets: In many cultures, families bring food that will be eaten on Easter Sunday to church in a 
basket for a special blessing on Holy Saturday. (11:00 am) 
Holy Water blessings: Some families bring holy water containers to Mass on Easter so they can bring home some 
Easter water, which is blessed during the Easter Vigil, to bless their homes. 
Participate in these various customs. They are part of our living faith. If you can, join us on Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and of course one of our Easter celebrations. I encourage you to support our teens who put on the Living 
Stations for their first time, Friday, 5:30 pm. Join us for soup and bread supper at 6:00 pm.   Make it a Holy Week! 

Love and Blessings , Fr. Tom  

Finally, it’s Here!!! 
Men of St. Theresa (out of high school), you're 

invited to join our new 
young men's discussion 
group at St. Theresa, where 
bonds of friendship are 
forged in fellowship and 
faith. In an increasingly 
complex world, we believe 
in standing together, 
learning from one another, 

and navigating life's myriad of challenges through the 
lens of Christian values.  Come be a part of a community 
where we support each other, grow together, and 
embrace the teachings of Christ as we journey through 
life. Whether you're seeking friendship, guidance, or 
simply a space to share your experiences, you'll find 
warmth and welcome among us.  
Join us for our first gathering on Monday, April 1st at 6 
pm in the youth house located at St. Theresa where we 
will embark on a journey of camaraderie, discovery, and 
spiritual growth. Food and drinks will be provided. 
Together, let's navigate today's world with courage, 
compassion, and conviction.  
Contact Michael Boucher at cell phone 407-234-0405 
for more information. We look forward to seeing you. 

Generous Parishioners of St. Theresa:  Thank you for your 
donations for our sister parish in Cuba. You filled 7 
suitcases with food which was very much needed and 
appreciated!  Here you see us sorting the food in the rectory 
at San Juan Bosco and Padre Alex giving a bag of food to 
this mother and her son. He distributes food as he visits the 
infirm and the elderly, as prizes at a seniors’ meeting with 
everyone “winning” a packet of soup or tuna and in peanut 
butter sandwiches after Mass in one of remote villages. 
With gratitude for your support, Gini Eckert and Mission 
Circle Inc. To see more about our work, email 
Gini.Eckert@gmail.com to receive our monthly newsletter 
by email or see our FB page.  https://www.facebook.com/

THANK YOU 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Theresa Catholic Church 

 DEL PADRE TOM 
 

 
DOMINGO DE RAMOS - COSTUMBRES DE SEMANA 
SANTA 
Mientras nos preparamos para la semana más santa del año, te 

ofrezco una explicación de algunas de las prácticas que realizamos estos próximos siete días. 
Cruces de palmas: Desde la época medieval, la gente ha creído que las palmas bendecidas en 
forma de cruz les protegerían del peligro. La forma más sencilla de hacer una cruz con palmas 
bendecidas es cortar dos trozos de palma, colocarlos en forma de cruz, poner una chincheta en el centro y sujetar la 
cruz a una puerta o a un tablón de anuncios. Busca en Google cómo trenzar o tejer palmas para hacer cruces más 
decorativas. 
Limpieza de la casa: En muchas culturas, el lunes, martes y miércoles de Semana Santa se dedican a limpiar a fondo 
la casa para preparar la Pascua. Esta costumbre probablemente evolucionó a partir de la costumbre judía de la 
limpieza ritual antes de la Pascua. 
Visita a las iglesias: La costumbre de visitar varias iglesias para rezar una oración el Jueves Santo fue una tradición 
que evolucionó a partir de la práctica de peregrinar a lugares santos. 
Colorear huevos: Decorar los huevos era un símbolo pagano de renacimiento en primavera para romanos, griegos, 
egipcios, persas e incluso chinos. Los cristianos adoptaron el huevo coloreado como símbolo de la nueva vida que 
llega con la Resurrección. 
Panes dulces: En muchas culturas, la Semana Santa era tradicionalmente un tiempo para hornear panes dulces, 
pasteles y pastas que se servirían el Domingo de Pascua. 
Ropa nueva: Desde la época de los primeros cristianos, los recién bautizados vestían ropas blancas de lino nuevo. En 
la época medieval, se convirtió en una tradición que la gente vistiera ropa nueva el Domingo de Resurrección, 
simbolizando la "nueva vida" que viene con la Resurrección. En algunos lugares se creía que traería mala suerte a 
quienes podían permitirse ropa nueva de Pascua pero se negaban a comprarla. 
Lirios de Pascua: La tradición de comprar lirios de Pascua durante la Semana Santa para utilizarlos como adornos en 
casas e iglesias se puso en práctica en el siglo XIX. La flor blanca es un símbolo de pureza y nueva vida que anuncia 
la resurrección de Jesús. 
Bendición de las cestas de Pascua: En muchas culturas, las familias llevan a la iglesia los alimentos que se comerán 
el Domingo de Resurrección en una cesta para recibir una bendición especial el Sábado Santo. (11:00 am) 
Bendición del agua bendita: Algunas familias llevan recipientes de agua bendita a la Misa de Pascua para poder 
llevar a casa un poco de agua pascual, que se bendice durante la Vigilia Pascual, para bendecir sus hogares. 
Participa en estas diversas costumbres. Forman parte de nuestra fe viva. Si puedes, acompáñanos el Jueves Santo, 
el Viernes Santo y, por supuesto, en alguna de nuestras celebraciones de Pascua. Les animo a que apoyen a 
nuestros adolescentes que representan las Estaciones Vivas por primera vez, el viernes a las 5:30 pm. Únase a 
nosotros para la cena de sopa y pan a las 6:00 pm.   ¡Que sea una Semana Santa! 

Con amor y bendiciones,  Padre Tom 

The Sanctuary Lamp is lit for 

 JOHN LEWICKI 

March 30—April 5 2024 

From:  Jean Cashman 

OCA Goal for 2024             $142,243.00 

Collected to date                $ 99,456.00 

Under Goal  (Por debajo de la meta)  $ 42,787.00 

ONLINE Pledges:  https://www.cfocf.org.oca/  (Select 

ST. THERESA as your Parish).  THANK YOU. 

PLEASE HELP US TO MEET OUR GOAL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

ULTREYA:  The next Ultreya is 

Thursday, April 11th at St. Theresa 

Parish Hall, 6:30 PM and lasts about 

an hour.   This will be our final 

Ultreya until September, so plan to 

join us.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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There, but the grace of God, go I. There are stories on the 
news and social media about how someone missied their 
train only to have the train wreck down the line. Or run late 
for work on 9/11 only to see the towers struck by the 
planes. It was certainly God’s intervention that stopped 
them for catching that train or hitting red lights on the way 
to work. 

 
Do you get frustrated having to stop for stop signs and red lights? When you see a yellow, do you accelerate 
and hope to make it through the intersection? What if you had one of God’s RED lights? 
 
Yes, relatively speaking, God can put up a red light. God told Abraham he would be the father of a great 
nation but made him wait decades to have a son. God sent Noah on a journey that would take one hundred 
years, which was one long red light! Poor Joseph had a dream from God that predicted the future but after 
hearing it, his brothers sold him into slavery. Joseph found favor in his Master’s household only to be falsely 
accused and imprisoned. Green, red, green, red…. His life sounds like traveling through town and hitting 
every red light. 
 
Be patient while traveling on the road and through life. God may bring us to a red light for a variety of 
reasons. He may want to stop where we are heading, to slow down or perhaps he wants us to wait until the 
time is right. While waiting, stay in prayer and ask God for his spirit to work. When at a red light, do what 
Fran does and say an Our Father. It usually takes the time of the red light to say it. Remember if you get 
stopped by a red light, don’t quit because the light eventually will turn green. Work becoming more Christ 
Like. Then you will be granted the gifts of grace, and you can say with humility, “there, but for the grace of 
God, go I. 
 
Marcia Wheatley, Operations Manager 

My Take 

 

 

Ahí, pero la gracia de Dios, voy. Hay historias en las noticias y en las redes sociales sobre cómo alguien 
perdió su tren solo para que el tren se estrellara más adelante. O llegar tarde al trabajo el 11 de septiembre 
y ver las torres derribadas por los aviones. Ciertamente fue la intervención de Dios lo que los detuvo por 
tomar ese tren o por pasarse los semáforos en rojo camino al trabajo. 
 

¿Te frustra tener que detenerte ante señales de alto y semáforos en rojo? Cuando ves una luz amarilla, 
¿aceleras y esperas pasar la intersección? ¿Qué pasaría si tuvieras una de las luces ROJAS de Dios? 
 

Sí, relativamente hablando, Dios puede poner una luz roja. Dios le dijo a Abraham que sería el padre de una 
gran nación, pero lo hizo esperar décadas para tener un hijo. Dios envió a Noé a un viaje que duraría cien 
años, ¡lo cual fue una larga luz roja! El pobre José tuvo un sueño de Dios que predijo el futuro pero después 
de escucharlo, sus hermanos lo vendieron como esclavo. José encontró favor en la casa de su Maestro sólo 
para ser acusado falsamente y encarcelado. Verde, rojo, verde, rojo…. Su vida suena como viajar por la 
ciudad y pasarse todos los semáforos en rojo. 
 

Tenga paciencia mientras viaja por la carretera y por la vida. Dios puede llevarnos a un semáforo en rojo por 
una variedad de razones. Quizás quiera detenernos en el punto al que nos dirigimos, reducir la velocidad o 
tal vez quiera que esperemos hasta que llegue el momento adecuado. Mientras espera, permanezca en 
oración y pídale a Dios que su espíritu trabaje. Cuando estés en un semáforo en rojo, haz lo que hace Fran 
y reza un Padre Nuestro. Suele tardarse el tiempo del semáforo en rojo en decirlo. Recuerde que si lo 
detiene un semáforo en rojo, no se detenga porque el semáforo eventualmente se pondrá verde. Trabaja 
para volverte más como Cristo. Entonces se os concederán los dones de la gracia y podréis decir con 
humildad: “Ahí, si no fuera por la gracia de Dios, voy yo. 

Marcia Wheatley, Gerente de Operaciones 

Mi  opinión 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



St. Theresa Catholic Church 

SOCIAL SERVICES is in need 

of  toiletry items for our guests such as 

shampoo, antiperspirant / 

deodorants and hygiene wipes.  

Please drop them off at the Social 

Services Office or bring them to the 

church before / after all Masses.   

Faith Formation is looking for 
readymade Easter Baskets, for 
our prizes on Easter Sunday, 
March 31.  Please bring to the 
office by Monday, March 25. 
Thank you. 

LENTEN WORKS OF 

MERCY 

Collecting jeans for the 
children of St. Joseph 
Indian School, South 

Dakota.  Drop off donations at the Parish Office.  
Now until March 31.  Thank you. 

 

It's Back!  Dance your Shoes 
Off!!  Easter Sunday, March 
31— following the 9 am Mass.   
Join us in simple dance steps 
and leave your shoes for the 
needy!  If not attending 9 am 
Mass, please drop off shoes 
anytime until March 31. 

Help make Easter Flower Cross! 

Easter Sunday we will have a cross 
in front of our church. You bring the 
flower(s) and put it on the cross. 
There will be wire on the cross so 
the flowers will remain. Thank you 
so much!  

Roses from Heaven Gift Shop SPRING 
RAFFLE 

1
st
 Prize is a Christ is Risen Crucifix 

2
nd

 Prize is a Cross and Lamb statue 
 3

rd
 Prize is an adorable Spring Bunny  

 
Enter with each $15 purchase.  
Drawing will be held on Monday, 
March 25, 2024 at 12:00 noon in 
the Gift Shop.   You do not need to 
be present to win.   

We have an URGENT need for 
volunteers in the Thrift Store to 
work any day(s) Tuesday 
through Friday.  The position is 
in receiving of drop-off 
items.  Time:  9:00 am - 12:00 
Noon.   

Please call the Parish Office 
(352) 245-2458 or stop by the 
Thrift Store.  Thank you. 

Get your Easter Bon-

nets ready to participate 

in the parade on Sun-

day, March 31st,      

following the 9 am and 

11 am Masses. 

Easter Sunday, March 31st  
 Our Easterbration! 

 
Food, games and visits from 

the Easter Bunny following the 

9 am Mass. 

NO  MOST on Monday March 25th.  I have 
Confessions at Blessed Trinity Church. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

Monday, March 25th - We will study the Passion 
According to Mark 

Monday, April 1st - We will examine the 
Resurrection Narrative according to Mark.  All are 

welcome.      Fr. Tom 

Stations of the Cross 

Our Fifth & 

Sixth Graders 

It's back ! Bless Belleview!  

We spend three days this 
summer being a blessing to 

Belleview. We have a meeting April 7th at 
6pm in Parish Hall to decide the date and 
specific ways we want to bless our communi-
ty. We will offer our kindness in the morning, 
afternoon and evening. You choose what day
(s) and time works for you. Call the office to 
let us know you are coming. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



PALM SUNDAY March 24, 2024

Please Pray for our sick, homebound 
parishioners, friends & others in need  

Week Ending  March 17, 2024

Offertory:    $13,992.04

Project Growth: $  2,591.50

Soup Kitchen:   $     664.50

Social Services:      $     619.50

Thrift Store:   $  8,374.00 

Rusty Allen

Roger Anderson

Jesse Benoit

Thomas 
Cunningham

Lilly Chimenti

Emily Davis

Lucy DeLuca

Mike Devost

Eric Duchesne

Kelly Forti

Jim Hunter

Karen Kaiser

Peter Knapp

Irene MacKenzie

Jill Mahoney

Joanne Metzer

Eva Parenti

Caroyn Roberto

Timothy Ross

Dorina Stadelmeier

THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST

This powerful and moving epic biblical film depicting 
the final 12 hours before our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
death on the cross will be shown on Tuesday, 
March 26

th
at 6:00 PM in the Parish Hall.  Join us.

The Parish Office will be closed on

Good Friday  March 29th

Decorators Needed

Our Easter decorations are prepared and ready to put out on Holy Saturday following the morning 
prayer service. If you are interested, we will meet at the church at 9:45 on Saturda , March 30.  All 
items are marked with their position to make decorating easy and quick so we can start promptly and 
leave as soon as possible.  If you want to volunteer for this task, please call or text Mary Gahles at 

(724) 581-7171 or email m forboon ail.com. 

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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